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AIRCRAFT NEWS 

pUblished by AUSTER AIRCRAFT LIMITED 

Rearsby Aerodrome, Rearsby, Leicester. Tel. Rearsby 27617 

c----------------------o C T OBE R, ] 947---­

Editorial 
THIS IS THE FIRST l{EVlSED EDlTIOr-; of the /llldlcr liTe",,), and an 
endeavoul' has bee n made to make if appear brighte r and 
more convenient to be placed in the reader's poc ket (this 
lati.er remark probably much to the annoyance of Hying 
cl u b secretaries,) 

As probably most of OUl' readers already know, the edjtol' 
of the /l1/ ,l/er New" fo r many months past, G, R, "Dusty" 
Millar, ll,F,C., has now left om' employment, but thankfully 
not befo re this re-d esigned vers ion had been di sc ussed , 

Insuffic ient information is being rece ived from the owners 
oj' our aircraft, and Hying clubs, regarding their activities, 
and it would be a ppreciated if articles of interest to other 
I'eaders could be fOl'warded for publication, Readers' 
vi e ws rega l'l1ing these edit'ions are also welcome, together 
with any s uggestions fOl' improvement. 

A short review of the re cent modifications incorporated 
in the ai,'craH would pl'obably be of intel'est to some of the 
I'eaders who do not 1I0rmally I'ece ive OUI' ci,'cula,' letters 
I'ega l'ding modifications , 

One of (he most successful installations has been the 
STEERAllLE TAILWHEEL modiflcat-ion, which can be fitted r eb'o ­
spectivcly to all aircraft, This STEERAllLE TAl'LWHEEI. makes 
t ax i-ing a pleasure, as in most cases only the I ~udder pedals 
need be used, so saving weal'-and-tear of the brake 
linings, If fitt ed on pl'Oduction, to a new aircraft, or 
supplied as a modification complete with all thc nccessal'y 
installation d,'awings the price is £5 ex works, 

Now the willtcl' is c oming on, many of otlr ,'eaders may 
be d es irous of plll'chasing propeller/cabin covers to protect 



Switch on, contact. and aWclY rhe goes. Prop-swinginl2 on an Auster is the
mechanic's iob. Austers are of great use to the British Commonwealth
Occupation Fcrcc in Japan al'ld are used for quick movem~nts between uni~s
of a widely-scattered force. 

By present-day standards the Dakotil i! not a huge plane, but it certainly 
dwarfs this British Commonwealth Air Group Auster standing beside it on 
the IWilku", Airfield in lap,,", 
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(-he iI: ail'cl'aH, The nOl'mal pl'lce of th ese cover sds is 
£5 ex wod<s, bu! we have a few secondhand ones which 
call be supplied fr'om 30 / - pel' set ex works, 

W e have been asked from tim e to time if it is possible to 
ohtain whed spa(-s [01' the Auster AUTOCHAT, and quite 
I'ecently w e calTied out a hial insta ll a tion on one of our 
own aircraft. They are not yet available for production 
ail'craft 01' as spal'es, but will PI'oba bl.)' be ready in th e nex t 
few weeks, Should any I'eadel' be intel'cst-cd in these, "viII 
you please le t us know so tha t fUl,thel' infol'mation can 
be given, 

Military Austers 
IN A WOHLD resounding with atomic power and I'ockd -pro­
pulsion expel'iments, single-engined, thr'ee-seater monopla nes 
with a top speed of onl.)' 120 miles pe r' ho ur and without a 
self-stadTI' s till have a plaee in a modern Ai" Force. Based 
a! Iwakuni, now thc hca dqua rters of t he British Common­
w eal!h Occupation Ai" Fo,'ees in Ja pan, a nd an ex -J apa nese 
:\'aval Air Tl'a inin g S c hool, aee the Auster ai,'uaft of the 
Royal Ail' FOITe, 1315 Flight. 

These small aircl'ClH al'l~ a qui ck mea ns of com lJ1un icatio n 
and ,'eplace aIm as! impassahle ro ads a nd a di so rga nised 
and slow ,'ailway service in th e co un!r'.)', Japa n is essen­
(ially a mountainous coun!r'.)' wi(-h few good a i_rfi e lds, but 
do!!ing th e seashores and river valleys arc many air-strips 
whi ch a"e (00 small and sof! roe heavy Dako!as. F,'om these 
st.'ips By the Aus( el's, 

The planes and their pilots arc also engaged on survey 
/lights, on-en flying low, down narrow valleys and climbing 
suddenly !o avoid spu,'s, A ir pbo(-ograph e ,'~ lis e (hem and 
can pin-poinL t hci,' subjects while thc pilot s lows down to 
a lmost s(-all ing spced. 

During a fir e-powcr dcmon stl'<lti o n by British, Aushali a n, 
New Z ealand and Indian fight ers la s t veal', Aus(-c,'s ca rri ed 
o bse,'ve rs ove ,' th e blazing ~and exp lod ing t a l'gets betwcen 
eac h w a ve of attacking pl a nes. Last D ecember when 
severe ea"thquake shoc ks and tidal w aves w['ought havoc in 
Sou!h~'I'n Ja pan on the island of Shikoku, Aus!;rs pettI'olled 
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hundl'l~d s o J' mil es of sca coast a nd Hood ed vall eys, spotting 
ma l'oonce! groups of' shi ve l' ing a nd si;a l'ving Tapancse and 
g uiding ('eseuc partcics to (·he m. 

l'1.any oLhel' reSCU e' m issi ons fl own by t.hes e pl.anes over 
B.C. O .F. t erri(ol'v ha ve r es ul ted in the saving of li ves . 
At ivliho a idldd, a'hundl'cd mile s across H onshu f~land fr om 
I wa kuni, and at th a t pa r t ic ula l' tim e c ut off by sno w, a n 
a irm a n deve loped ac u(:e a ppe ndi c ibs , a nd an operation w as 
ess e nti a l. "Vhile hundl'ed s o f oDi cer s a nd me n and ga ngs 
o f Je.panese laboure l's d ea l'ed e ightee n in c hes of fl'O ze n 
s no w off the tarma c, a n A uste r w ith br:imming tanks and 
carry ing a sUl'geon too k o ft· FI'o m Iwakuni. Battling o ve r 
hi gh mountains and thl'ou gh sb 'ong winds the plane lande d 
o n (he hll11dl'E,d y a l'ds icy l' lln way with only twenty- fi ve 
minutes fudl e ft ; but th e pati e nt· w as sa ved. 

O n a nother occasion s vv a bs and vaccine were loaded on 
a n Auste l' and Hown to S asc bo on th e island of K vushu, 
",he re an Australian w a r ship, I-I .,'V\..A.S. QIII!Je/'O/l \~'as in 
qu a l'antin c after a suspected ca se of dipbthe ria had bee n 
d iscove l'ed. The throat of each m cmb er of the cI'e'" of 
tb a t ship w as washed with (h e s'wa bs whi ch w ere flown back 
for tes ting at 130 Australi a n Ge ne ml H ospita l on th e is land 
o f E t a Jima, head'lua l'(er s of the BI' iti s h Commonwealth 
Occupation FOlTe, 

S o that ca s ualti e s may be e vacua ted f, 'om any isolated 
a il'sb ' ip throughout B .C .O. F . a n Aust e r has been specially 
a d a pted t o cany a s tretc he l' a nd a tte ndant orderly. 

DlIl'ing the wal' Au ste l's pI'oved Sl,\JI'e me on many bat tle­
fr o nts fOl' a l'l1l,Y co-opera ti o n . In Ja pa n , they are used 
whe n th e ground fOIT es st age ma noeuvres, a nd the stTange 
country gives both pilots a nd gr o und fOl'ces a uniqne oppor­
tunity of leaming' the lessons of w a l' . AI,tillery spotting, 
communication flighi's and m essengel' duti e s are SOUl e of' 
th e ~m a ny assignments carri ed o ut by these a ircra ft: . 

Sin ce these midget plan es ca me t o J a pa n in Apl'il 1946, 
they have flown more tha n 1,300 ho urs a nd ca rri ed lllor ~' 
t ha n 600 passengers . E ve ry day, a nd in a ll w ea thers , h es h 
d e ma nds are ma d e on them . P~ovidlng w eatbe l' conditions 
a re s uitabl e , they al'e al ways ready t o fly a lmost any where 
wi t hin reas on in Japan . 
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Interior view of the Hydro~ e lectric power~hous e at the lcchaber Aluminium 
Reduction Works. 

British Aluminium Co. Limited 
WITII T I ll·: EXCEPTIO N OF S I LICO:\, a luminium is (he most 
abund ant ll~da l in the wO I'ld. Hs nallll'al compounds ha ve 
beell kn own For centuri es, an d, in fact, t·he use of certa in of 
(hese fOI' d.ve in g PLII'poses was desc.ribed by PlillY n ea l' ly 
2,()()() \ ....al's cwo. Ye( i( was nut until a liUl e mon! (hall 
olle hl;IIdl'ed ;ea rs ago t hat t he mdal \vas isolated FOI' (he 
fIrs( (im e, an(l mOI'e (hall s ix ty yen l's ela psed a Hel' (his flr s (· 
dis cove l',Y before (h metal \v·as made in suflicienl quantifies 
alld at a s uffi c ien t ly low pl'ice (0 enable if ( 0 (ake ib place 
a mong (he orJinan' IllcLals of com me l'ce. The modern 
de\TI;plllcn( of th e v aluminium indus(TY owes its o l'igin to 
(he simultaneous disoVl' I'), ill 1886 by Il a ll in Amel'ica 
and I! e l'o uH ill Fran ce of a molt e n solution ca pable of 
yielding a luminium und e l' eledl'olysis. 

The pl'oble m or ob(-a ining powel' in bulk at a low raiT is 
o n e of p l'ime im poI'ta n ce, a lld, in so fa I' as CI'eat Britain is 
co ncerned, th e c hi e f sour ce li es in t he watel' powe l'S o f 

5 



Hot rc!ling strong alloy stri p at the Falkirk Rolling Mills. 

Scotland, where the Briiish Aluminium Co., L(d., have 
developed their reduciion "vorks at Foye,'s, Kinlo c hlevcn 
and Lochabc,' . 

Aluminium alloy s heet and strip is produced at the 
Company's ,'oUing mill s at Fcdki"k, Milion and \\farrington. 
The vVal'r ingto n facto",Y also pl'oduccs ex b 'uded sed-ions. 
Accompclnying phot:ogl'Clph::: illu s!-rai e some of the plant 
whi c h is engaged in this wo,'k. 

Tht' Falkirk fadol'\' was designed dlll'ing ihe war fo,' 
the "oiling of siTong ;Iloy sheet 1'0,' airCl'aff in widt.hs up 
(0 s ix feeL The fado,'y was completed in 1946, and in 
consequence it co nta ins so me of !-he most up-!-o-d ate plant 
in ('he wo"]d. 
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Cutti"g 18-11. wide sheets at the Falkirk Rolling Mills. 

AmCltAFT j\1ATEIUAI.S .-The first world \Val' gave the 
initial impdus to th e aluminium indush.y, and ~be{ween 
i~hc wars the market fOI' th e metal in cl'e ased pl'ogl'essivcly. 
In ihe intel'val betwee n th e wars clil'U'aH designel'S were for 
man.)' yeal's uncel'tain whdhe r alloy si eels ~I' light allo)'s 
would eveniuall.y pl'ove t~o be the besi ma terials upon which 
to base designs. H was noi until about 1930 that light 
alloys gainc;1 thc a scendanc y in Bl'itain and Am errca, 
tho~;gh Fl'ancc and C~ermanv had b een using these mate l' iais 
almost e xclusively fOl' se \, ~ I'a l years. 

In 1939 the aluminium inclust-ry was mobilised (0 produce 
aircraft mat.cl'ials almost e xclusively. rlist as hom(' pl'O­
duced food is insuflici e nt for our needs, t-he quant-ity of 
hOl1l e -pl'odllced vil'gin aluminium IS inadequate because 
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water power is not sufll c ie ntiy abundant, but thi s home ­
produced metal in tlm e of war is as indispe nsabl e as hom e­
pl'oduce d food . Oeve lopment of ail'Craft mate rials is a 
gradual process of evo lution . The process is speeded in 
war, bu t in pea ce whe n, the consumption of such ma teria ls 
is only a comparati vely sm all percentage of the total, the 
speed of development is s lo\,,,e l'. It may, therefo r e, be 
said that the ail'cl'aft alloys which were in use in 1945 may 
be unalter ed substantially for the ne xt few y em's. 

The special demands of t he a irCI'aft industry for high 
qu a lity and dependability of maicl'ials has set the aluminium 
industl'.)' the high est possible standard of workmanship , a nd 
in co nseque nce , the a luminium factories ha ve a degl'ee of 
technical contI'ol which is not e ncounte red in the produ ction 
of other metals on a comm e l'c ial scale. 

Why not learn to Fly? 
hlj J. E. RArlDINC S, (Cowes Ael'o Club) 

WE A Ill'; FAST CllOWI:-iG CP in what w a s t e l'med twenty 'yeal's 
o r 1110l'e ago-UThe beginning of t he Air Age," and ycL he l'e 
we a l'e in 1947 \V-ith hundreds of thousands of people who 
have nevcr c v ~' n bee n neal' a n aeroplane. 

"Vh" is this ? Is it because t he man-in-the-s!:reet looks 
up o n the a eroplane as a n o bject a nd weapon o f wal' ? 
AdmitLcd, with two long tu ssi<:'s he hind us , v"here a il'C1'aft 
a nd theil' pilots haH' pla~'ed most pl'ominent pal'ts, and w it h 
a multitude 01 ' me n ~\ Ild women spo l,ting theil' wings on the 
blue unifo ...ns of the Roval Ail' FOI'ce and the A.T.A., he is 
quite justilled in thinkin g these t hin gs , bu t- this is not so, the 
aeroplan e is now, as it was rapiuly d e veloping bcfol'e '1939, 
as much a civiliseu necess ity a s Olll' own pl'ivate ca l'S, 

\Ve who al'e connected with th e ail'craft industn', to us 
th e glamour of being an aerop la ne pilot has gone , '~ nd we 
are set-tling down to the more sel'lous side of [lviaL-ion, 
a ltho ugh t hel'c al'C, of course, iso lated cases where pioneer­
ing is s till a I'eal ne cessity, pa l,ticularly in the case of testing 
new des ig ns a nd new eq uipm e nt. 

The prospccts or th e mode l'n yo un gster (01' thc oldel' pe l'SO Il 
for that lI1a(( e l') leal'ning t o Hy arc net so I'cmote as som e 
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people seem to think. jv10re and more aerodromes arc 
being revel"red to civilian use, and on them arc springing up 
new and refol'med aeroplane clubs whose specific plll'pose is 
to cate r for those of us wishing to learn to Ay, a nd for those 
who dcsil'e it, to re-a cquaint themselves with the feel 
of the air. 

Take our owu pad'icular case-hen:: on the Isle of Wight 
we ha ve had in existence for over a vear now the Cowes 
Ael'o Club, where it is possible at all~lOst any time to hil'e 
and Hy the Club ail·craft. We ought to be justly proud of 
this fad, pal·tleulady as it is probably one of the best 
equipped aeroplane clubs in the eOllntry at th e moment", and 
eel·tainly th e most go-ahead. The abnosphel'e is essentially 
one of fr' iendliness , and to th e ne,,,,Jy initiated, one feels th e 
spil'it of adventul'e. The Club's instructors are both 
competent and CO Ul"teo us . 

Come, then, le t us take jus t one tl'iallesson. Imagine the 
thrill, as a thrill it really is, and th e queer feeling in the pit 
of th e stomach as we arc Jed out of the clubhouse aduallv 
to take our seats at the co ntI'ols of the safe and al'mchai;­
like comfod. of a little Austel' ail'craft. VIe pe l·haps notice 
first the spaciollsness of the cabin and its excellent vi sibility 
in all directions, the simplic ity with which its contl'ols a re 
CllTanged, hanlJy anything to go wl'ong-just the stick, th e 
l'uddcr-bal', thl'ottle and a minimum of essential instruments 
to tell liS what i s happe ning to the aeroplane and its e ngin e . 
Our instrudions on the gl'ound al'e brief ind eed, simply an 
explanation of what. happens to the ael'oplalle when the 
s tick is lJloved fonval'd, backwal'll Ol' si dewavs, and it is 
hinted genLly to press the l'udder-bar left to '~go left, and 
l'i ght to go I·i ght. 

\\1c are seated then, and the safe h ' belt fa s te ned ove1" our 
laps , OUI' instn.lctor manipulates th~ swiiches, pl'esses the 
starte r button, a nd the tiny engine blll's ts into life , in fact 
lhe whole ael'oplane be co mes a living tbing, and read'y to 
do as it is bid. \Ve taxi slo'wly down over the a erodl"Ome, 
t-urn into wind, whc l'e after cal'eful cockpi t deill and a good 
look al'ounc! to ensure that thel'(' al'e no aircraft aboui. 1.0 
land or ta:\i-ing in our path, OU1' instruct or opcns the 
thl'ottle, and with a l'oar OUl' aircraft I'apidl,}' gathel's speed 
OVCI' th e uneven surface of the ael'odl'omc until without 
wal'nillg the bumping stops and w e Ii.nct oUl'selves Aoating 
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smoothly and the earth below I'eceding, smallel' and smaller 
become the objects with which we al'e so familial' as our 
aircl'aft gains hei ght. \Vhat a thrill indeed and how 
exhilal'ating! 

In a matte i' of a minute 01' so the ail'craft is levelled Ollt at 
a bout 2 ,000 feet, and (he in sLrudor hands ovel' the con(Tols, 
exp lain ing once more their movements, but this time by 
practical demonstl'ation, These mov eme nts seem fraught 
with dilliculi.ies, a nd kee ping the a ircnlft on an e\'en keel 
causes fal' more b'ouble than is at lil'st aniicipa(-ed, but aft.er 
the slighily (ummy-tul'I1ing episode of th e banking and 
pitching, i(- is slII'pl'ising just how quickly we gd the ha ng 
of the thing, and no soonel' do we begin (0 sel;tle down and 
,'ea lly enjoy th e sensat-io ns of fligh t than it it time fo r us to 
return to e,II,th; th e concenhati ve e llod- on the part of 
the pupil pilo( co upled w iih {he newness of evel'ything' 
sends (he hands s peed ing ,'ollI1d (he clock. Once back on 
(-he gro und , and a Few more wQI'ds 1"'0111 (h e insb-ud.ol' in Olll' 

ca l', w e take a long look a t t he a ircraft we have jllst bee n 
actuallv ha ndlin g, and find we are in still ed with a new 
spirit '~ nd an ~\'envhellll ,ing kee n-n ess to achieve out' 
ambition to jt:1j ! 

On th e whole it is quite easy and ce l-tainly no(-hing to 
WOI'I')' aho ut . So then, for the next lesson why not let 
it be .'1 011 1' turn? 

PelTo I on -brakes o n -ih,'ottlc closed - switches 0 ff 
- s uck in-contact-already! You 've goL her ! 

Fash ion Not e s - by Roc; r: 11 T E" N A :< T 

CY CALDWELl., of dero lJi.lJe.,{, asked why th e Americans did 
not build high-wing monoplanes , so th a t th e passe ngers 
co uld see th e world, I'ep li ed : 

"Considering the sLate of this country, it is just as well 
you can't see it. YOll would only look down on a lot of 
damned Democrats. That's why we build them with low 
wings. We don't exped to build high-win g ships until th e 
Rep ubli cans arc back in, " 

There are, of CO UI'se, sevc l'a I oiher technical reasons for 
building low-wing monoplanes, though we ca n't think o f 
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any at Lhe moment. His mosHv a maUe,' of fashion. One 
ye;r y ou have low wings and l~ng skirt·s, anothe,' yea,' 'you 
have high wings and high skids. Just now (he,'c is quiLe a 
run on lo"v wings fo,' lighL aeroplanes. Then , seems (' 0 be 
an idea LhaL (he)' aloe mo,'c sporting. Ced'a inly, 'you need 
to be an athlete (0 get info (hem. 

A( Aus(e,'s we go in for high-wing monoplanes , bccause 
we believe in (·hem. Sometimes pcople co me and tell us 
(-haL hi'!'h win'!'s <H'C old-fashionccl. The v seem (' 0 Lhink 
(hat ju:t bcca ~se we don't build some(,hin'~ that looks like 
a jet-p,'orell ed supersonic missile, Wl' don't know enough 
to gel, by . But w e build practical light a el'Oplanes-not 
fasbionable ones. 

Besides obstructing the piloi's vi ew, making the airCI'af(­
almost impossibk to get into, and filling up the cockpit 
wiih wing spars, a low-wing usually makes the mach.ine a 
bit diccy. 

The (~p s urfacc of a low-wing makes a bad joint with the 
f us e la!!'c , and (ha( upsets the ai"flow on to tb e tail. Eve,'Y 
coupl'; of months Lh e des igne ,' ntises (-he Lail-plane a few 
inches, 0" pushes it behind (he ruddc,' a few feet, or gives it 
dihcdral, 01' adds anL--i-spin fillets, or another fin , 0" takes 
one o H'. I ( makes life i flh~ ,'esting of c Olll'se. 

At AusLers we just- go "ight on using the sa me old tail 
uni(: we CCIl1'{. find a beti ee one. YOII may think ii's dull, 
but we'd ra th el' be dull than dicey. .. 

The n the"", is stability. \Vi(,h a high wing, th e weight 
acts like a pendulum to con'ed stall 01' side-slip . Viith 
it low wing' j{ ads (he ot-he,' way. 

If you put Lapc,' on the lo\-v wing, a s well, (a nd (hey 
us ually do) th e re is probably th e added dangel' of tip-stalling. 
The Aus(er's p,u alJ e l wing ensu,'es a symmeb'ical stall. 

The n thel'e ,-1I'e people who say {ha(- OUI' wing stn,ts a,re n'!; 
fashionable. A few veal'S ago, almost all light airc,'aft had 
. trut bracing. Then" the wing Hap came ~Iong. By in­
creasing the maximum lift of the wing, it gaye (he designe ,' 
(\VO choices . Fil's(-ly, he could keep the s{a lling speed the 
same, and c ut down {be wing surface. The smalJe ,' wing 
could then easily be 111,'I(le -a cant.il~, v e l' without undu~ 
weig ht. The a lt~1'I1ativ e was to keep a la,'ge \-ving, and use 
the Hap to ,'educe th e stalling speed to so mei:hing ,'eally sa k, 
something <ll'Ound 30 m.p.h . rathcr (han 70 m.p.h. 
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vVc believe in safety. We like to go down to 28 m.p.h. 
stalling speeds . To do that, we need big wings, and to 
keep them light and strong, we need the struts. If you wanL 
to hlll'fic, buy a V-2; if you want speed with safety, buy 
an Auster, and ne\'er mind the siruts. You'll get to like 
{hem, in LiIlIe . 

Anothcl' popula,' fashion Lhat started somewhere in 
Califomia is to put th e propelle,' behind the tail. This 
claims four technical advantages: 

1. Ii makes th e 1947 model look diffel'ent from the 
1946 model. 

2. It moves thc dang'cI' of a revolving airscrew away 
fl'OIII the nOSe. 

3. It eliminates most of the slipsiI'eam drag. 

4. It improves the pilot's view. 

I ( also has [our technical disadvantages 

1. rt is expensi ve and complicated. 

2. It is dillicultto gef: th e nose up on take-olE and 1In­
possible to land tail-down. 

3. It movcs (-he dangel' of a I'evolving all'SCl'eW (0 the 
tail, whcre you arc least expe cting iL 

4. Th e ail's cl'evv, which acts as it gyroscopc, js a long 
way from thc ccnh'e of gl'a\'ity, and makes the ail'cl'aft 
di~t'cLllt to rnanOeU\Te. 

As far as the advantages arc concerned, we can pro\'ide 
the pilot wifh 360 degrces 0[' view, without taking (he ail'­
screw olT, (he slipstream drag is not. enollgh, is safel' whel'e 
it is f-han at the othel' end, \-vheee we can't e ven see who 
is walking into it. 

Thc disCIch-antage of the gyroscopic cffcct in making t-hc 
a.irc)'Cd't oVcl'-stable is I'eal enollgh, as American engineers 
havc (-es(-ilied. Nothing would induce us (0 sacrifice the 
delightful manoeuvl'abilitv of the Aus(cI' {Ol' the sake of 
a r;shionablc fad. v 

Plcasc do not gd the idea thal we cIl'C against new ideas. 
Fal' from it. We w elcom c' coon ideas, but we have been 
building and Hying light ae,'oplanes fOI' long enough (0 know 
that just be cause i( is nc\\', it. docs not ha\'c to be good. 
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The n,<d qualities t hat make a good light aeroplane are 
safely, utility, quietness , a nd I:uggedness . Those arc t he 
things that gel priority in an Auster. 

vVe don 't want to prejudice you. Othe,' people can 
make good light a eroplanes. H ave a look at them all. 
Fly them. Ask the pilots who usc th em. But we think 
you'll come back to Rearsby. You ' ll ahva,vs be welcome . 

Pwllheli Holiday Camp 
blJ J. \V. L. PE:,\DLETO~ 

0"\ SATURDAY, 20TH SEP'I'I·: .'lill' ll, at 1800 hours t he wheels of 
my A UTOC RAT touched down at B,'oom Hall, Pwllhcli, 
North "Vales . It ma v not be known thai: Broom Hall 
Airfie ld is yet a nothe r "method OIl the part of Mr. W. E. 
(Billy) Butlin to give the p ubli c what th ey want. 

,lvly impl'ession of Mr. Butlin's I-I ol iday Camp at Pwllhe li 
is that ["0111 the moment you arr ive yo u a ,'e whisked away 
and La ken to yOlll' chalel-, and henccf'orth looked after in a 
ma nn e r which might be a veey good example to our "Vest 
E nd holels . At no time are 'yo u left wanting [01' anything. 

Pe..Jlaps the dining hall is a littl e bewildel'ing because 
there al'e so l11any faces, so much quick moveme nt, so much 
good service -this shakes one a lot if yo u spend, as I do, 
any a pprec iable a mount of time in hotel s -and yd in all 
on e leaves the dining hall feeling w e ll fed a nd having wasted 
n o time bd -w een CO UI'ses , 01' before any waiter, as is ge nera l 
practice in hote ls today, makes an appea,'an ce and deigns 
1-0 fell vou what vou will have. H ere you arc invited to 
say which parti c~dal' course you woul~1 like. The rolls 
alld buUel' were very nice too! The breakfast the following 
l1l0ming was excellent, and 1 am quite Slll'e thafif more 
people had th e opportunity to sample Butljn ' s H olida} 
Camp they would think twice about Iheir "se led-ive 
holidays." 

To come to I:he ac(-ual object of my visit lo Pwllheli 
IJoliday Camp, nam e ly the opening of ]\11'. Butlin's new 
Broom ]--j all Airfield. One should hy and picture a beauti­
ful range of mountains r unning down to the sea , and just 
bef'ol'e {,he land touches the sea a sm a ll plateau which has 
been made into a charming littl e airfield. The fad- that I 
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term this a liHle air'fleld should not mislead anYOne, because 
the present l'llOways arc to be consider'ably extended. 
Never,theless Austen;, which land on a tennis-cotII,t an,yhow, 
Fairchilds, Prod-ors and a Consul found no diHi c ultv in 
using the air'field in its present Conn, although the r~lain 
rUJl\va,Y ,vas cross-VviILd. 

Another point about the efficiency of this camp is that 
whilst you ar'e on th e airlleld, although the airfield is by no 
mea ns complete, ther'e was no difTiculty in obtaining a 
boiling hot cup of {-ca. l'1.any of Olll' bigger' aidlelds could 
leam a lot frOlll thi s ear' ly or'ganisation at Br'oom Hall, 
which I am {-old by 1"lj'. Butlin's air'craft manager', lYlr'. 
l\'lacBean, is to ]"(~ :eive much mor'c considcration~ and to 
include a sun-hap coffe e lounge . 

Satur:day afte r'noon and evening was a meeting of many 
of OUl' old Auster' {r'iends, and it was nice to see them all 
e ntering into the spir'it of th e Holiday Camp. 

Satur'day night saw pr'adically all of us dancing to Eric 
\\Tinston'!:, broadcasting bam!. 

On Sunday, at 2-30 in the aftemoon the flying pr'ogramme 
followed the oHicial opening oJ th e airfield. "vlajor' Bond, 
t he joint gene r'al lllllnager to Butlin'~, introdll cedMr. W. E. 
(Billy) Butlin, who in tum intmduced the local member who 
adually declan'd the aidleld open. The Hying progralllme 
was ced :ainlv verv hecti c , a nd there must have been a 
little pr'ayer' ~ffered lip by jvh. MacBean at the end of thc 
day, because at times it was a bit dicey. This was not due 
to any mismanagement on the par't of 1v1,'. i'1.a c Bean's 
or'ganisatioll, but- due to pilots i6Ilor'ing the instl'lrdcions 
and taking-off haphazill'd. ?\' eved'hel ess , it all lillishcd up 
well. jv1l1 ch joy-t·iding was enjoyed by the cl"Owd. 

De.monstmtions of aircr'aft included the Ae STEl1 At;TOCR AT 

showing its paces in s low llying, and a down-wind beaL LIp, 
th e Danish K. Z. Lar'/( followed, then a really excellent 
a e r'obati c display by t he De I ra\"illand Chiprlll;~k, piloted 
by \V i C Smith. Ronnie Payne of WolverhampLon 
seemed to do all he co uld with a !"lilcs iVlagister by his 
display of ae,'obatics. 

Some. thirly-thr'ee ainTaH in all tumed up at Pwllheli, 
hvo-thir'ds of which wer'e AUSTEllS, and on J\ 'londay mor'ning, 
whe n pilots "vere pr'epar'Illg to take-off and rehll'n to their' 
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own padi cul aI:' r ea li s ti c job of w ork in E.ngla nd, it w a s 
I'a th e l' lik e leav ing a kind of fa iry la nd . 

MI:' , B\ltlin is t o be co mplim ent ed on hi s e ffo l,ts, and if he 
conlinues w ith a n v othe r CIl'eas as he has st a l't ed a t Bl'oo m 
H all. Pwllheli, il~ l o oks as t hough pl'ivate fl yer s will ha ve 
so me wh ere to go beyo nd the dl'ea l' iness o f some of th e 
presen t-d a'y fl y ing club;; . 

Aircl'aft Builders 
TH OSE WHO A R E INTUu,:sn:D in a n a uthOl'i b ti ve account 
dea ling w ith th e p robl ems of a irlTa ft p,'odudi on ("I'o m th e 
yea l' 1935 until 1945, will be able t o satisfy th e il' c \ll'i os ity, 
fo r the w h ole st o l'y is contained in a boo kl e t recently 
publi she d by I I.M . S tat ione ry O ffice , pl' ice 9d. , a nd on 
sa le at a ll bookstall s. 

The a ut h ol', 1\1.1'. N igel Blac hin , has ha d access t o many 
onlc ia l so ul'ees of in l·:;-' ,'ma l.i on, a nd has endeavo ured t~ 
rep ,'oduce in a s imple and pop ul a r sty le so mething of th e 
ac hi e ve me llts pe d o"med by th e wOI'ke l's, ma nage me nt a nd 
ma nu fac hll' (' I's in p,'odu c ing a il'c ra f( fOl' t he fighting se rv ices. 

Swedish Austers 
FHO~I SWEDE)'; COMES s ome inte l'esti ng news o f th e e lTo l,t s 
bei ng ma de to in n 'ease th e popula,';ty of Hy ing, a nd the 
p l'estige of th e A\l st ('I ' as one o f (·he lead ing li ght a il'craft 
in p ,'od ud; on t o-day . 

A n A uste l' ACTOCHAT belo nging to S por is l·lyveklubbe n, 
Copenh age n, 1)e nm al'k 's leadin g fl y ing cl \lb , piblcd by one 
of th e membe l's , 1'1.1'. N iels S kov, Hew n on-sto p fr om Baslc 
ill S ·wi tzel'la nd to Cope nh agen, in a bout s ix hOlll'S . 

In a dditi o n to co ul'ses cOVLTing th e !hco l'd ica l kn owl edge 
Il ecessa l'y to obt a in a pI' ivat e pil ot's lice nce, the tl" S( a d­
va nced CO LlI'ses in na vigati o n and in shllment Hvin g ha ve bee n 
com pl eted , a nd a b ool; on nav iga ti o n has bee;) p~,bli s h cd by 
(he club. I nge nll ity ca me to (h e il' ,'ese lle w hen it w as Fo un d 
(ha (· comput ors we n: hanl t o get , a nd on thei l' in s tl'u d io ns 
a Da ni sh co mp utol' has bee n d es igned . T e n' pe l'atuJ'e a nd 
h e ight cO ITections have been u mitted ( 0 save space, bul 
evel'." possible. naviga ti ona l · ope l'atio n can be cCl ni ed a ll! 
eas ily. A nother useful gadget e \·o lve d is a Fl ex iglass l· lIl t' I' 
rO l' usc wi th maps of 1 : 5,000,000. 
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Distributors for Auster Aircraft 
(BRITISH ISLES) 

AIRC RAFT (HEREFORD) LTD. 
20-21. Newmarket Street. Hereford. 

W. 	 WATSON & CO. (LIVERPOOL) LTD. 
35-37. Bold Street. Liverpool. l. 

R. K. DUNDAS LTD .. 4, St. James's Street. London. S.W.1. 

ARNOLD G . WILSON LTD. 
Harrogate Road, Chapd Allerton. Leeds. 

Mc!)ONA LO AIRCRAFT LTD. 
20, South Street. Leven. Fife. 

MAR SHA LLS F LYING SC HOOL LTD. 
The Aerodrome, Cambridge. 

T. SH I PSI DE. LTD.. 	 Par.liament Street. Nottingham. 

LOXllAM'S FL YING SERVJCES LTD. 
Penny Street. Lancas ter. 

KENNIN ::'; AVIATION LTD. 
Derby Airport. Burnaston. Nr. Derby. 

W. MUM (,ORD LTD .. Down HollS ~. Crownhi!1. PIYll1outh. 

S:) j\j ::: RTON A RWAYS LTD. 

Cowes Airport. Cowes. 'sl~ or Wight. 

PRENTICE AIRCRAFT & CARS LTD. 
Felixstowe Road. Ipswich. 
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SILYOFLEX 


HOSE UNITS 


• 
HYDRAULIC 


& PNEUMATIC 


MECHANISMS 


THE PALMER TYRE LIMITED 
Penfold Street, Edgware Road, London, N.W.8 
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~ NIX (A) 
ENGINE OILS 

are solely recommended 

by the Auster Ai rcraft Ltd. 

CONSULT MAINTENANCE HANDBOOK 
FOR GRADE 

If you have any difficulty in obtaining supplies of Minix (A) 
Aero Oils, or if you feel you would like to know more 
about the Ragosine Service and the quality products of an 
old-established and pioneering organisation of lubrication 
specialists-

Please write to 

RAG NE OIL Co. Ltd. 
at 
IBEX HOUSE, MINORIES, LONDON, E.C.3 
or at 
MINERVA WORKS WOODLESFORD nr. LEEDS 
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